Norma Spencer
is Featured in the Winter 2024 Glad World
on NAGC TALK RADIO

EMCEE: Welcome to the winter edition of “Talk Radio”. In this issue, we will follow
up with a topic from the fall edition with some additional comments regarding thrips.
We have a call from Norma Spencer of Spencer Glads from Perry located in Western
New York state.

Norma: 1 wanted to comment about the talk radio article in the last issue of “Glad World” and thank you for
covering the topic relating to thrips. Our Western New York glad society has over 60 kids growing gladiolus every
year through our area 4-H program. Our society has been getting the corms for the 4-Her’s from a large commercial
grower, each year since 1996, but this past year, everything that we purchased was of very poor quality and were also
apparently thrip infected. Even though I have preached to 4-H members many times about the importance of
monitoring for thrips and controlling them, we had a lot of disappointed kids because they didn't have anything to
show because of the thrip infestation of their growing glads. We take a lot of pride with having the largest gladiolus
show in this part of the state, in part because of involvement of the 4-H members.

EMCEE: I knew of your excellent program for promoting gladiolus because of a presentation from Dale Rollins
given at the 2024 NAGC convention held in Fort Myers and also published in the Spring issue of Glad World. Dale
Rollins reported that you have a huge 4-Hers program that goes across two counties and in 2023 your society
distributed over 2,100 bulbs to 85 participants for a very reasonable price. Did you have a similar participation of 4-
H members in 2024?

Norma: Yes, we had similar participation in 2024. In the early years, we provided free bulbs for all 4-H participants
but as corm costs went up we changed to just providing corms just for first year members. These first year 4-H

members are usually Cloverbuds. (4-H programs are available for youth and teens ages 8-18. 4-H Cloverbud
programs are available for youth ages 5-7.). Two years ago, we had to start charging for the first-year members as
well.  In 2024, we charged first year participants, $6 for 25 bulbs and all repeating 4-H participants, $10 for 25
bulbs. The society pays a nominal fee for the purchase of these corms which averages about $.36 to $.40 each. We
don't want this project to be a money-making affair and we just try to break even. In 2024, we did have to raise the
price of the corms for the kids and are planning to do that same for 2025. Now, I'm looking for some catalogers who
can help us as we are looking for another source to get our corms for our 4-Hers. 1 wondered how you happened to
do the timely article regarding thrips in the Fall issue. Had you heard of our thrip problems here in western New
York?

EMCEE: The reason that I included thrips as a topic for the fall issue was because of problems that [ was having
for the 2024 growing season but also because of similar problems that several other growers from the Midwest had
shared with me. This summer, I had also received a question from a grower from India regarding thrip problems. I
was not aware of your thrip problems in western New York until you recently reached out to me. Please tell me
about your commercial operation and about the way you treat your glads to manage the threat of thrips.

Norma: I plant about 500 glads here at my house, but my grandchildren are now running the commercial business
at a different location and are also helping with the 4-H program. Regarding our family’s current commercial
operation, my granddaughter sells gladiolus at a roadside stand and at a farmer’s market in Perry. I did not have a
thrip problem with my own glads because of the way I treat them. Prior to storing the corms in my basement for the
winter, I dust them with Captan (fungicide) and Sevin (insecticide).
During the growing season before the glad plants develop their stems, I dust or spray with an insecticide every one to
two weeks.

I have also found that thrips tend to be more of a problem in years with very dry conditions which was our
situation in western New York for the summer of 2024. Also, thrips tend to be more of a problem when your
gladiolus patch borders an alfalfa field compared to a corn field.

EMCEE: In the fall issue, I had indicated that for 2024, thrips had been a very challenging problem in my glad
patch. Some likely causes for this problem included: 1) some corms that I purchased were infected with thrips; 2)
parts of my glad patch got very weedy which attracted thrips; and 3) weather conditions and specifically wet and
rainy conditions in May and June impacted the effectiveness of the Bayer product “Bio Advanced 2-In-1 Systemic
Rose & Flower Care Granules” with an active insecticide ingredient of 0.22% Imidacloprid that I used when
planting. In the last issue, I incorrectly identified this product as a Bayer product but in 2016, Bayer sold its
consumer business, including Bayer Advanced, to SBM Life Science, a family-owned French company so it is no
longer a Bayer product.

The wet and rainy conditions in May and June likely leached or moved the active insecticide ingredient
(Imidacloprid), deeper into the soil than the developing root system could absorb into the plant resulting in plants
that did not have the concentration of the insecticide to control the thrips. The wet and rainy conditions in May and
June in Northern Iowa, transitioned into extremely dry conditions for July through September. The drought
conditions at this time likely added to the severity of my thrip problems.

Another issue that slowed down my progress of getting the thrips under control was using a container of old liquid
insecticide product that plugged the nozzle so that I was spraying my glads with water with little or no insecticide
being applied. This resulted no control and unfortunately, I did not notice this until the second time that I used this
liquid product.

A few additional suggestions regarding thrip control: 1) monitor the corms in storage for any signs of thrips; 2)
inspect all corms at planting time for any signs of thrip damage, including any corms that you purchase; 3) check
your glad patch regularly for any thrip infestations and take control measures quickly if thrips are detected; 4) when
using insecticides for controlling thrips, rotate different insecticides to help prevent the thrips from developing
resistance to the same chemical product that is overly used. Thanks to Norma Spencer for joining us for this issue of
Talk Radio.



